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Advocacy & Legislative 
· Education
January’s Moving Maine Mobility Learning Community Session focused on understanding Maine’s White Cane Law and the rights of blind pedestrians. The purpose of this virtual session was to hear the perspectives and experiences of blind pedestrians and gain tools for raising awareness about Maine's White Cane Law. Presenters included Sadie Donnell as the disability advocate and:
-Jason Angel, Maine State Accessibility Coordinator 
-Sharisse Roberts, COMS, Division for the Blind & Visually Impaired, State of Maine 
-Chris Ireland, Director, Driver License Services, Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles
-Tom Baron, Specialist, Traffic Safety Education, AAA Northern New England
 Possible opportunities for education include participation at the 2026 Maine Driver Educator Summit in the fall or including an educational tri-fold brochure in an upcoming mailing to approximately 2K drivers. Sharisse is willing to go to Maine communities to help town officials better understand how blind pedestrians travel and how accessibility can help.
· Monthly News Updates
Several topics were shared in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates for November and January including Tips for traveling with your guide dog at the airport, onboard the aircraft, and outside of the United states from the US Department of Transportation’s website; contact info for reporting access issues at Sea World Orlando; resource for recreational outings; resource for promoting respectful interactions with guide dog teams; podcast on rideshare denials; HUD’s withdrawal of its service animal guidance; and resource for guide dog access laws in the United States.     

Fundraising
- The CLYNK to Give account is set up and active in Maine, Connecticut, and New York. Currently, we have $43.20 in our account. There is a post about how to donate to our CLYNK account pinned at the top of our Facebook page.
- A year-end letter of thanks was sent to a monthly donor.

Membership
-Membership count: We currently have 27 members. 19 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers. 
-Members live in Maine as well as Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Jersey,

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook Updates
Members & Friends: 86 -members https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
-Official Facebook:512 followers www.facebook.com/PTGDU
-Several changes were made to the Facebook platform this year and efforts to retrieve our top Facebook posts for the quarter are ongoing. 
•	Website Updates
www.PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
-We experienced two technical issues on our website this quarter. Thrive Media was able to quickly resolve both issues. 
-The annual fee for our domain name from HostGator automatically renewed in January.
- The 2025 Monthly News Updates were archived on our website. Back issues from 2023 through 2025 are available.
•	Outreach
-White Cane Law & safety tips. Preliminary research was conducted regarding a brochure for drivers. For an 8.5 x 11-inch tri-fold colored premium brochure, the cost averaged $550 for 2K brochures. The estimated design cost is $200. We are also researching existing tips for drivers when approaching blind pedestrians. 
