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Advocacy & Legislative 
Education
The team created a pet owner’s guide to promote safe, respectful interactions when encountering a guide dog team. It was shared on Facebook, the Monthly News Update,  and posted in the Educational Corner and on the Guide Dog Safety web page.
Monthly News Updates
Several topics were shared in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates for February through April including several Tips and resources for international travel with your guide dog; access to religious entities; rideshare denials and updates on legal settlements; webinar related to access and the various disability laws; podcast on latest pedestrian safety info; and how to identify a service animal. 
Research
Two PTGDU members participated in two different research projects related to guide dogs and AI. 

Fundraising
- The CLYNK to Give account is set up and active in Maine, Connecticut, and New York. Currently, there is over $60.00 in our account. We still have a post about how to donate to our CLYNK account pinned at the top of our Facebook page. We also included a reminder about it in our March news update. A limited number of empty bags with the PTGDU code have been distributed to friends and family.

Membership
- The plan for the Spring Membership Meeting is to include a collaborative brainstorming discussion focused on how PTGDU can take an active role in raising awareness about safety for blind and low-vision pedestrians.
-Membership count: 27 members. 19 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers. Members live in Maine as well as Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Jersey,

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook Updates
Members & Friends: 88 -members https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
-Official Facebook:541 followers www.facebook.com/PTGDU
-Top two Posts from February – April:
1. Monday February 23: 2,540 views 
It’s not just you! Every day, well-meaning people pet, talk to, or distract our guide dogs while they’re working. While it may seem harmless, repeated interactions like this can weaken a dog’s training and make it harder for them to stay focused and do their job safely.
Please help set our dogs up for success—when you see a guide dog in harness, ignore the dog and direct your attention to the handler instead.
Photo Description:  A black Lab Leader Dog jauntily guiding his handler across a parking lot near the wharf in Portland, Maine’s waterfront community. The man is wearing a brown jacket, black gloves, sunglasses, a dark flat cap and colorful plaid scarf wrapped around his neck. Several boats, buildings, and various maritime structures including pilings along the Four River Estuary are visible.
Alt text: Black Lab guiding his handler along the waterfront in Maine. 
2. February 18, 2026: 2,202 views
Myth: Saying “Guess who?” or “Do you know who this is?” is a fun and playful way to greet a friend or acquaintance who is blind.
Fact: Most people — sighted or blind — can’t recognize a voice from just a few words. It’s like answering the phone without caller ID and being asked to “guess who.” It creates unnecessary pressure and shifts focus away from the conversation.
A blind person doesn’t have visual cues to help identify you, so if you don’t say your name, they may be forced to guess, ask, or pretend to know. None of those feel natural. A simple “Hi, it’s Sadie” removes the awkwardness, keeps the interaction smooth, and shows respect. 
Photo Description: Two career-change German Shepherd guide dogs lying on a blue bench in an outdoor park setting. The bench has colorful heart decorations painted on the backrest. One dog is mostly tan with black fur, and the other is mostly black with some tan markings. The bench sits on a concrete slab with some scattered leaves. On the slab are the words kindness rocks made out of different colored stones.  
•	Website Updates
www.PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•	Outreach
-White Cane Awareness Walk. Preliminary research was conducted to assess the feasibility of organizing a White Cane Awareness Walk in Portland in October 2026. After careful consideration, it was determined that current limitations in time and volunteer capacity would make it difficult to successfully host such an event.
In alignment with the board’s commitment to improving safety for blind and low-vision pedestrians, the committee explored alternative approaches. As a result, the team recommends developing a pedestrian safety awareness campaign focused on educating drivers. This campaign would highlight how to recognize individuals who are blind or have low vision who are using white canes or guide dogs—and provide clear guidance on how drivers should respond when they encounter them.
