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1. Welcome and Call to Order
Sadie called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM via Zoom.

1. Roll Call
Ginger conducted the roll call. A quorum was established with 12 of 27 members present. 
Board members present:
Sadie Donnell, President; Sue Martin, Vice President; Merrill Barter, Treasurer; Ginger Kutsch, Secretary; and Directors Christina Brino and Linda Porelle.
Board Members Excused: Andrea Giudice and Nick Giudice.
Other members present: Angie Cosand, Jim Kutsch, Steve Lambert, Pauline Lamontagne, Jim Martin, and Judy O’Neal 

1. Meeting Minutes
Motion: To approve the February 4, 2026 board meeting minutes as distributed.
Moved by: Christina
Seconded by: Linda
Discussion: None
Vote: The motion carried unanimously, and the February 4, 2026 minutes were approved.
 
1. Treasurer's Report
Motion: To accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Moved by: Linda
Seconded by: Ginger
Discussion: Merrill presented the Treasurer's report, highlighting income from dues and a $5,000 donation, as well as expenses including website, Secretary of State, and PayPal fees. He also provided the total cash balance as of April 30th with breakdowns provided for our restricted funds.
 Vote: The motion carried unanimously, and the Treasurer’s Report was accepted.

1. Brainstorming Session: Pedestrian Safety Campaign 
The Publications Committee gave its report on the development of a pedestrian safety campaign for blind and low-vision individuals who travel with white canes and guide dogs. A draft of the campaign materials was presented, including guidance on how drivers can recognize and safely interact with blind pedestrians.
The group discussed various ideas for campaign materials, including short videos, graphics, and educational brochures, with particular emphasis on using visual elements to help sighted drivers recognize guide dogs and white canes. Members shared personal experiences and suggestions, such as using first-person video perspectives and Meta glasses to create authentic content.
The conversation concluded with a discussion of potential campaign names. Merrill offered to contact a local driver's education school in his area to discuss the possibility of including pedestrian safety materials (such as a video) in driver education and to gather feedback on what would resonate with new drivers. Angie volunteered to create a first-person perspective video using her Meta glasses to share her experiences as a blind pedestrian traveling with a white cane. Ginger will seek further input about a campaign name from PTGDU members via email.

1. Announcements
The next PTGDU Board Meeting will be held on August 5, 2026. 
Christina shared that she is currently training with her new Seeing Eye dog, a yellow Lab named Allie.
1.  Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:39 PM.
