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Advocacy & Legislative 
-Several advocacy-related topics were featured in the Advocacy Matters section of our monthly news updates from May through July. Highlights included pedestrian safety guidance, ADA National Network resources, rideshare accessibility updates, accessible cruise information, The Seeing Eye Advocacy app, and other advocacy news and resources.
-On our Facebook page, the most-viewed post this quarter provided information about where a guide dog sits during air travel.

Fundraising
-The yearly report to the trustees of the Mary T. & Curtis D. Lovill Trust Emergency Veterinary Care Fund was submitted via email. No requests for financial assistance were received during this reporting period. (Applicants must be residents of Maine.)
- We received a payment of 57.65 from our CLYNK to Give account. CLYNK is available in Maine, Connecticut, and New York.
- The Fundraising Committee is exploring the possibility of holding a holiday fundraiser later this year and is evaluating ideas and opportunities to support the effort.

Membership
-Membership count: 27 members. 19 of the members are current or former guide dog handlers. Members live in Maine as well as Connecticut, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Jersey.

Publications, Newsletter, & Website 
Email: news @PineTreeGuideDogUsers.org
•Facebook Updates
Members & Friends: 88 -members https://www.facebook.com/groups/3044240242465295 
-Official Facebook:562 followers www.facebook.com/PTGDU
-The top two most viewed Posts on our Facebook page from May– July are copied below:
1. Wednesday, June 24: 4,206 views 
One question we hear often as guide dog handlers is: "Where does a guide dog sit on an airplane?"
The answer surprises a lot of people—they don't get their own seat! Most guide dogs travel curled up at their handler's feet, tucked into the floor space beneath the seat.
It may not look like much room, but guide dogs are trained to settle comfortably and quietly in tight spaces, helping ensure a safe and smooth flight for everyone.
When you see a guide dog snoozing through takeoff, turbulence, and landing, you're seeing years of preparation in action. Long before they become our partners, dedicated puppy raisers help them build the confidence, patience, and adaptability that make travel possible.
So the next time you spot a guide dog peacefully resting on a plane, remember there's a whole team behind that moment—puppy raisers, trainers, and handlers working together to help a dog succeed. ❤️🐕✈️
Photo Description: Inside an airplane cockpit, two Seeing Eye dog puppies are lying side by side on the floor just behind the pilots’ seats.
On the left is Nutella, a black Labrador puppy with an attentive expression, looking directly toward the camera. On the right is Danny, a sable German shepherd puppy with tan-and-black fur, one ear standing up and the other slightly tilted. Nutella is wearing her Seeing Eye vest and Danny is wearing his green Seeing Eye puppy-raising bandana. Behind them, the cockpit is visible with pilot seats, control panels, and switches. A pilot is seated to the right, partly visible, holding one of the dogs’ leashes. 

2. July 1: 2,212views
July’s Pine Tree Guide Dog Users Monthly News Update is here ! From Churro’s legendary pup cup detour to summer snacking science (yes, grass munching is a thing), this month is full of community highlights and guide dog powered adventures. And if you’re craving something sweet, we’ve got a light, fluffy, and dangerously delicious recipe from Guiding Eyes for the Blind just for you. Catch all the July highlights here: https://pinetreeguidedogusers.org/monthly-news-updates/
3. Photo Description: A close-up of an off-duty  golden retriever guide dog inside a vehicle. She is  happily licking a Pup Cup treat. The small, clear plastic cup is being held by her handler who has red-painted nails. A little dab of cream is around the dog's mouth.
•	Outreach
The publications team has been working on developing materials for our pedestrian safety campaign. We conducted an informal survey among our members to gather opinions about a name for the campaign. Every Crossing Counts was selected.
The campaign logo is complete and features a diamond-shaped design with a safety yellow interior and a thick black border. Inside the diamond, the words Every Crossing Counts are stacked, with two black silhouettes depicting a white cane user and a guide dog handler traveling from left to right.
We have also drafted a web page for the campaign and worked on a flyer providing tips for drivers. Currently we are developing a tri-fold brochure focused on educating drivers and cyclists about pedestrian safety. The brochure explains how to recognize individuals who are blind or have low vision who use white canes or guide dogs and provides brief guidance on how drivers and cyclists should respond when encountering them.
The brochure text is complete, and now we are gathering images to bring the materials to life. So far, Guiding Eyes for the Blind, Leader Dogs for the Blind, and The Seeing Eye have generously contributed photos for use in the brochure.


